
Using fonts in your design

D E S I G N  F U N D A M E N T A L S



Header 1 

Header 2 

Header 3 

Header 4 

This is body copy. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 

consectetur adipiscing elit. Praesent vehicula non 

est sit amet rhoncus. Praesent arcu purus, ultricies 

eget tincidunt sit amet, fermentum nec metus. 

Maecenas in ex elit.













Typography styles 
you’ll need:

1. Main heading 

2. Intro and/or subheading text  

3. Secondary heading 

4. Body text 

5. Link styles  

6. Main button text 

7. Secondary button text  

8. Navigation  

9. Quote or testimonial (inc. style for attribution) 

10. Ordered and unordered lists  

11. Call to action  

12. Form fields



Style guide: Before or after?



Style guide: After



In this lesson:
1. How to size your typography 

2. How to space your typography



In this lesson:
1. How to size your typography 

2. How to space your typography



We’ll be using pre-defined measurements, 
but we will still need to use our eye to 

check and tweak



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. Curabitur sed placerat orci, 

nec viverra elit. Cras faucibus sodales orci, 

et suscipit sem tempus ac. Proin porttitor 

massa ante, non bibendum nibh ornare eget. 

Sed eget lacus libero. Etiam non mattis 

tellus. Vivamus aliquet libero sem, quis 

dapibus risus faucibus eu. 

Maven Pro, 16px Baskerville, 16px

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Curabitur sed placerat orci, nec 
viverra elit. Cras faucibus sodales orci, et suscipit 
sem tempus ac. Proin porttitor massa ante, non 
bibendum nibh ornare eget. Sed eget lacus libero. 
Etiam non mattis tellus. Vivamus aliquet libero 
sem, quis dapibus risus faucibus eu. 



em
A relative measurement based on the size 

of the body copy

px
An absolute measurement which can be 

anything you choose



By default, 1em = 16px. 
(But you can change this to be anything you like)
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16pxBase size:

16*3h1 calculation

=48pxh1 size

18px

18*3

=54px

20px

20*3

=60px

The h1 should be 3 times the size of the body copy (= 3ems)
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As the screen size gets smaller, your typography should 
get smaller so it’s comfortable to read

This might be comfortable on a large display, but on mobile 
you’ll be scrolling to see each and every word.

As the screen 
size gets 

smaller, your 
typography 
should get 

smaller so it’s 
comfortable to 

read



As the screen size gets smaller, your typography should 
get smaller so it’s comfortable to read

This might be comfortable on a large display, but on mobile 
you’ll be scrolling to see each and every word.

As the screen size 
gets smaller, your 

typography should 
get smaller so it’s 

comfortable to read

This might be 
comfortable on a large 
display, but on mobile 

you’ll be scrolling to see 
each and every word.
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As your headings get bigger, 

your line height should get 

smaller

There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum 

available, but the majority have suffered alteration in some 

form, by injected humour, or randomised words which don't look 

even slightly believable. If you are going to use a passage of 

Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't anything 

embarrassing hidden in the middle of text.

Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the 

printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum 

has been the industry's standard dummy text 

ever since the 1500s

As your headings get bigger, 
your line height should get 
smaller

There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum 

available, but the majority have suffered alteration in some 

form, by injected humour, or randomised words which don't look 

even slightly believable. If you are going to use a passage of 

Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't anything 

embarrassing hidden in the middle of text.

Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the 

printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum 

has been the industry's standard dummy text 

ever since the 1500s

1.6em

1.6em

1.6em

1.2em

1.4em

1.6em



48px font  = 1.333em line height

16px font = 1.563em line height

As the font gets larger, the line-height gets smaller



pearsonified.com/typography pxtoem.com





Line length & margins



There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum available, but the majority have suffered 

alteration in some form, by injected humour, or randomised words which don't look even slightly 

believable. If you are going to use a passage of Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't anything 

embarrassing hidden in the middle of text.

There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum 

available, but the majority have suffered alteration in 

some form, by injected humour, or randomised words 

which don't look even slightly believable. If you are 

going to use a passage of Lorem Ipsum, you need to 

be sure there isn't anything embarrassing hidden in 

the middle of text.

52 characters approx per line103 characters approx per line

Keep your line length between 45 - 75 characters per line



The smaller the screen, the less characters you 
will have on each line

This stops the text from becoming too small to read comfortably. 
Make sure you check your design on a phone to see how it reads.

The smaller the screen, the 
less characters you will 

have on each line

This stops the text from 
becoming too small to read 
comfortably. Make sure you 

check your design on a phone 
to see how it reads.

65 characters

24 characters



Make sure you set a max-width so our paragraph text 
can’t go too much over 75 characters per line.



As your headings get bigger, 
your line height should get 
smaller

There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum 

available, but the majority have suffered alteration in some 

form, by injected humour, or randomised words which don't look 

even slightly believable. If you are going to use a passage of 

Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't anything 

embarrassing hidden in the middle of text.

Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the 

printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum 

has been the industry's standard dummy text 

ever since the 1500s



As your headings get bigger, 
your line height should get 
smaller

There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum 

available, but the majority have suffered alteration in some 

form, by injected humour, or randomised words which don't look 

even slightly believable. If you are going to use a passage of 

Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't anything 

embarrassing hidden in the middle of text.

Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the 

printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum 

has been the industry's standard dummy text 

ever since the 1500s



Hello there 
  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Quisque 

malesuada, ex nec ultricies venenatis, nisi est convallis sem, quis 

pellentesque magna orci a quam. Curabitur dignissim ipsum vel 

neque molestie feugiat sed eget elit. Donec arcu felis, tincidunt 

quis lacus a, scelerisque faucibus orci.  

Donec at neque sed nunc tincidunt sodales. Sed purus nunc, 

porttitor sed fringilla in, tristique ac arcu. Maecenas rhoncus elit 

in arcu vehicula dapibus. Duis nunc nisl, aliquam at tellus et, 

luctus faucibus magna.  

Second heading 

Vestibulum in facilisis turpis. In volutpat, ligula in rutrum 

interdum, augue ipsum auctor nunc, sit amet consequat magna 

ligula sed sem. Morbi id gravida enim, id auctor velit. Curabitur 

pellentesque enim at sem dapibus egestas. Quisque arcu lorem, 

pharetra sed sodales vulputate, euismod non ipsum.

Hello there 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Quisque 

malesuada, ex nec ultricies venenatis, nisi est convallis sem, quis 

pellentesque magna orci a quam. Curabitur dignissim ipsum vel 

neque molestie feugiat sed eget elit. Donec arcu felis, tincidunt 

quis lacus a, scelerisque faucibus orci.  

Donec at neque sed nunc tincidunt sodales. Sed purus nunc, 

porttitor sed fringilla in, tristique ac arcu. Maecenas rhoncus elit 

in arcu vehicula dapibus. Duis nunc nisl, aliquam at tellus et, 

luctus faucibus magna.  

Second heading 
Vestibulum in facilisis turpis. In volutpat, ligula in rutrum 

interdum, augue ipsum auctor nunc, sit amet consequat magna 

ligula sed sem. Morbi id gravida enim, id auctor velit. Curabitur 

pellentesque enim at sem dapibus egestas. Quisque arcu lorem, 

pharetra sed sodales vulputate, euismod non ipsum.



Hello there 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Quisque 

malesuada, ex nec ultricies venenatis, nisi est convallis sem, quis 

pellentesque magna orci a quam. Curabitur dignissim ipsum vel 

neque molestie feugiat sed eget elit. Donec arcu felis, tincidunt 

quis lacus a, scelerisque faucibus orci.  

Donec at neque sed nunc tincidunt sodales. Sed purus nunc, 

porttitor sed fringilla in, tristique ac arcu. Maecenas rhoncus elit 

in arcu vehicula dapibus. Duis nunc nisl, aliquam at tellus et, 

luctus faucibus magna.  

Second heading 
Vestibulum in facilisis turpis. In volutpat, ligula in rutrum 

interdum, augue ipsum auctor nunc, sit amet consequat magna 

ligula sed sem. Morbi id gravida enim, id auctor velit. Curabitur 

pellentesque enim at sem dapibus egestas. Quisque arcu lorem, 

pharetra sed sodales vulputate, euismod non ipsum.

25px margin-bottom

25px line-height



Hello there 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Quisque 

malesuada, ex nec ultricies venenatis, nisi est convallis sem, quis 

pellentesque magna orci a quam. Curabitur dignissim ipsum vel 

neque molestie feugiat sed eget elit. Donec arcu felis, tincidunt 

quis lacus a, scelerisque faucibus orci.  

Donec at neque sed nunc tincidunt sodales. Sed purus nunc, 

porttitor sed fringilla in, tristique ac arcu. Maecenas rhoncus elit 

in arcu vehicula dapibus. Duis nunc nisl, aliquam at tellus et, 

luctus faucibus magna.  

Second heading 
Vestibulum in facilisis turpis. In volutpat, ligula in rutrum 

interdum, augue ipsum auctor nunc, sit amet consequat magna 

ligula sed sem. Morbi id gravida enim, id auctor velit. Curabitur 

pellentesque enim at sem dapibus egestas. Quisque arcu lorem, 

pharetra sed sodales vulputate, euismod non ipsum.

5px margin-bottom

35px margin-bottom

25px margin-bottom

25px line-height



BEFORE AFTER



Base font: 18px



Base font: 18px









Margin-bottom: 27px



Line length: 78 



Size: 16px 
Line-height: 23px 



BEFORE AFTER



Use the cheatsheet provided to size your 
typography. Don’t forget to check your 

character lengths and margins!

E X E R C I S E


