
Which design styles to use?

D E S I G N  F U N D A M E N T A L S



Designing in a style that’s 
appropriate for your audience



GOOD DESIGN BAD DESIGN



So… good design is design we like?











Lots of items = cheaper clothes



Lots of items = cheaper clothes

Less items = expensive clothes



Bad design?

Good design?







“Uh oh! 
Walmart went 
up-market. 
Can’t shop there 
anymore.”



How do you decide on a design 
style for your projects?



Clothing website



Hosting website



Find inspiration that appeals to your 
audience… not your business type



Design in a style that appeals to 
your audience, not the software



If you’re targeting 
designers, it needs 
to be:



• Very well designed

If you’re targeting 
designers, it needs 
to be:



• Very well designed 

• Approachable and 
non-technical

If you’re targeting 
designers, it needs 
to be:









We are a hosting 
company for non-
technical people!



If you’re targeting 
enterprise companies, 
it needs to be:



If you’re targeting 
enterprise companies, 
it needs to be:

• Powerful



If you’re targeting 
enterprise companies, 
it needs to be:

• Powerful 

• Fast



If you’re targeting 
enterprise companies, 
it needs to be:

• Powerful 

• Fast 

• Reliable



MailChimp targets 
small, e-commerce 
stores:



• Easy to use

MailChimp targets 
small, e-commerce 
stores:



• Easy to use 

• Cool, trendy, young

MailChimp targets 
small, e-commerce 
stores:



• Easy to use 

• Cool, trendy, young 

• Appeal to 
Instagrammers

MailChimp targets 
small, e-commerce 
stores:



Active Campaign 
targets enterprise 
companies:



• Corporate

Active Campaign 
targets enterprise 
companies:



• Corporate 

• Light-hearted

Active Campaign 
targets enterprise 
companies:



• Corporate 

• Light-hearted 

• Business-y

Active Campaign 
targets enterprise 
companies:







“But how can I make anything look 
good when my client has such 

horrible taste in design”



If it’s not appropriate for your 
clients audience, you don’t need 

to use it



How can we identify elements of 
a design that appeals to a 

particular audience



What do these 
websites have in 
common?



• Big, bold typographyWhat do these 
websites have in 
common?



• Big, bold typography 

• Decreased letterspacing

What do these 
websites have in 
common?



• Big, bold typography 

• Decreased letterspacing

What do these 
websites have in 
common?

• Bright colors



• Big, bold typography 

• Decreased letterspacing

What do these 
websites have in 
common?

• Bright colors 

• Gradients



Now you’ll be making decisions 
based on reasoning instead of taste



Figure out who you’re targeting and 
find similarities in other websites 

targeting this same group

E X E R C I S E


