
Common Layout Mistakes 
& how to fix them

#2: Using centered text incorrectly



The 3 most 
common mistakes:

• Stripy syndrome  

• Using centered text incorrectly 

• Elements being out of alignment







What’s wrong with 
using centered text?

1. Centered text looks messy
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What’s wrong with 
using centered text?

1. Centered text looks messy 

2. Centered text is hard to read













This is good centered text because it’s 
not on too many lines

This is not so good centered text 
because it’s on way to many lines 

which makes it a bit of a strain to read 
and the more lines you use, the 
messier the whole block appears 
because all the edges are really 

uneven

1. Don’t use more than two or three lines of centered text at a time



This is good centered text because the 
line length is short

This is not so good centered text because the line length is way too long so it’s even harder to find the 
start of the next line

2. Keep the line length between 20-50 characters



This is good centered text because 
you have control over it

I’m a user and I can put anything I want so I’m going to put craaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaazy long text in here 
and it’s going to mess up the layout

3. Don’t use centered text in content that changes a lot 
E.g. user submitted text



Obviously centered

Not obviously centered

4. Don’t center one line on it’s own unless it’s really obvious

That’s a centered heading up there and this is left 
aligned paragraph text. Kinda looks like the heading 
got messed up, right? 

This heading is obviously centered because we have 
the subheading centered underneath



A COMMON PATTERN: 

Centered text above, with left 
aligned below



Heading here

Subheading text goes here using very 
short line lengths

Feature text here. This is an amazing 
feature — my absolute favourite. No other 
feature compares to this one.

Cats are cool

Feature text here. This is an amazing 
feature — my absolute favourite. No other 
feature compares to this one.

Dogs are better

Feature text here. This is an amazing 
feature — my absolute favourite. No other 
feature compares to this one.

Moo moo cow

Feature text here. This is an amazing 
feature — my absolute favourite. No other 
feature compares to this one.

Oh deer!

Feature text here. This is an amazing 
feature — my absolute favourite. No other 
feature compares to this one.

The lion sleeps tonight

Feature text here. This is an amazing 
feature — my absolute favourite. No other 
feature compares to this one.

Hippo
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At least two lines of 
centered content
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At least two lines of 
centered content

Short line length
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At least two lines of 
centered content

Short line length

Content below should be full width
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At least two lines of 
centered content

Short line length

Content below should be full width

Add a small divider 
line if needed
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Next up: Alignment


